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  Presentation of NSSE data 
  National Survey of Student Engagement 
  Freshmen (n=449)/Seniors (n=483) 
  Surveys administered every three years 

The current presentation is based on Spring 2016 
administration 

  Self-report 
  Focus of this presentation:   
 First-Year Experiences Module 



 This module includes a set of items only for 
first-year students with questions adapted from 
the Beginning College Survey of Student 
Engagement. 

 
 The first-year items focus on academic 
perseverance, help-seeking behaviors, and 
institutional commitment.   
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TCU students’ average was significantly higher than National average (p<.05) with an effect size less than .3 in magnitude 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Studied when there were other interesting things to do
The average for TCU FY =3.1 while the National FY average = 2.8; Statistically significant difference with effect size = .28
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Found additional information for course assignments when you didn’t understand the material?
The average for TCU FY =3.0 while the National FY average = 2.9; No Statistically significant difference
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participated in course discussions, even when you didn’t feel like it
The average for TCU FY =2.7 while the National FY average = 2.7; No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Asked instructors for help when you struggled with course assignments 
The average for TCU FY =2.6 while the National FY average = 2.6; No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finished something you have started when you encountered challenges 
The average for TCU FY =3.1 while the National FY average = 3.1; No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stayed positive, even when you did poorly on a test or assignment
The average for TCU FY =2.9 while the National FY average = 2.9; No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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TCU students’ average was significantly higher than National average (p<.05) with an effect size less than .3 in magnitude 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, how difficult have the following been for you?  Learning course material
The average for TCU FY =3.6 while the National FY average = 3.3; Statistically significant difference with effect size = .21 
(1=Not At All Difficult to 6=Very Difficult)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, how difficult have the following been for you? Managing your time
The average for TCU FY =4.0 while the National FY average = 3.8;  No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Not At All Difficult to 6=Very Difficult)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, how difficult have the following been for you? Getting help with school work
The average for TCU FY =2.9 while the National FY average = 2.9; No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Not At All Difficult to 6=Very Difficult)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, how difficult have the following been for you? Interacting with faculty
The average for TCU FY =2.8 while the National FY average = 2.8; No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Not At All Difficult to 6=Very Difficult)
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TCU students’ average was significantly higher than National average (p<.05) with an effect size less than .3 in magnitude 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, about how often have you sought help with coursework from the following sources? Faculty members 
The average for TCU FY =2.3 while the National FY average = 2.2; Statistically significant difference with effect size = .16
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, about how often have you sought help with coursework from the following sources? Academic advisors 
The average for TCU FY =1.8 while the National FY average = 1.7; No Statistically significant difference
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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TCU students’ average was significantly lower than National average (p<.05) with an effect size less than .3 in magnitude 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, about how often have you sought help with coursework from the following sources? Learning support services (tutoring, writing center, success coaching, etc.) 
The average for TCU FY =1.8 while the National FY average = 1.9; Statistically significant difference with effect size = -.17
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, about how often have you sought help with coursework from the following sources? Friends or other students 
The average for TCU FY =2.9 while the National FY average = 2.8; No Statistically significant difference
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, about how often have you sought help with coursework from the following sources? Family members 
The average for TCU FY =2.0 while the National FY average = 1.9; No Statistically significant difference
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, about how often have you sought help with coursework from the following sources? Other persons or offices
The average for TCU FY =1.5 while the National FY average = 1.5; No Statistically significant difference
(1=Never; 2=Sometimes; 3=Often; 4=Very Often)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, have you seriously considered leaving this institution?
The percent saying “yes” for TCU FY =29% while the National FY percent = 33%; No Statistically significant difference
(1=No; 2=Yes)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, have you seriously considered leaving this institution?
The percent saying “yes” for TCU FY =29% while the National FY percent = 33%; No Statistically significant difference
(1=No; 2=Yes)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the current school year, have you seriously considered leaving this institution?
The percent saying “yes” for TCU FY =29% while the National FY percent = 33%; No Statistically significant difference
(1=No; 2=Yes)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
How important is it to you that you graduate from this institution?
The average for TCU FY =5.3 while the National FY average = 5.2;  No Statistically significant difference 
(1=Not important to 6=Very important)



TCU FY students seem to seek help from Faculty, and have better relations, than the 
National sample. 

 
However, TCU FY students seem to utilize other learning support services less than do FY 
students attending other universities. 

 
More TCU FY students find academic work more difficult than the National sample, 
however, our students do study more when there are other things to do. 

 
More TCU FY students (27.4%) consider leaving because of too much partying than the 
National sample (5.8%). 

 
Top five reasons FY students consider leaving TCU: 

Financial concerns 
Personal reasons 
Relations with other students 
Too much partying 
Campus culture 
 

Top five reasons FY students consider leaving other institutions: 
Financial concerns 
Personal reasons 
Campus culture 
Other academic issues 
Not enough social opportunities 



Questions and/or comments? 
Contact information: 

 
Office of Quality Enhancement 

Jarvis 226 
TCU Box 297305 

817.257.6454 
a.d.taylor@tcu.edu 

 
Angela D. Taylor, Ph.D. 

 

mailto:a.d.taylor@tcu.edu
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